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Sardinian is a Romance minority language spoken on the island of Sardinia (Jones 1997; Mensching 
& Remberger 2016). It is peculiar in the Romance group because of various phonological processes. 
Our purpose is to identify the structural conditions that govern syllabic changes and the creation of 
word-initial clusters in Sardinian. We argue that a theoretical model that offers a phonological 
explanation in terms of positional effects (i.e. the CVCV model, Lowenstamm 1996; Scheer 2004 and 
further developments) provides effective tools for an in-depth analysis of the processes under 
examination. Processes that affect segments and clusters will be explained in terms of lateral 
relations (Government and Licensing). I will survey all the clusters allowed in word-initial position in 
different varieties of Sardinian, most especially plosive-liquid clusters (Lai 2013a, 2014, 2015a, 
forthcoming), complex segments such as sr, ʦr, ʧr, lr, and mr (Molinu 1999; Lai 2013b, forthcoming), 
and the typologically rare initial geminates (Bolognesi 1998; Lai 2015b) and I will show how these 
clusters fit into the whole of the Sardinian phonological system.  
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